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GENTLEMEN, 


Should think myſelf very deficient in Duty to 


our Royal Patron, and in my Reſpe& to this 


learned Society, by whoſe Favor I have been ſo long 
continued in this Chair, did I preſume to meet you 
in theſe Apartments without a public Teſtimony of 
Gratitude to our munificent Sovereign, and without 
expreſſing the warmeſt Congratulations to the Sc- 
ciety,- upon the additional Honor they receive by this 
public Sanction of their Eſtabliſhment. 


Such peculiar Marks of Royal Favor deſerve a far 
more able Panegyriſt; and though the quick and 
grateful Senſibility of the Society already ſeems to 
anticipate me in the tribute due to the Munificence 
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of our Prince, yet I flatter myſelf they will indulge 
me with their candid Attention, whilſt I endeavour 
to do Juſtice to their Feelings, and to the Duty of 
this Chair, in which I have the Honor of being 
placed. | 


Gentlemen, From the Acceſſion of his preſent 
Majeſty to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, every 
Species of uſeful Learning and Knowledge has found 
Favor and the warmeſt ' Encouragement from our 
King.—The two learned Societies have felt the bene- 
ficial Influence of his Patronage ;—the Academies of 
Science and the Schools of Art have ſhared in the 
Liberality of his Bounty.—-The rapid Advance which 
has been made towards Perfection in the Arts; 
the general Diffuſion of uſeful Science, and the Ap- 
plication of it to the nobleſt Purpoſes, atteſt more 
forcibly than Words can expreſs, what the Royal 
Munificence, directed with the happieſt Judgement 
may accompliſh within a ſhort Period of Time. 


131 
Our gracious Sovereign gave an early Pledge of 
his Confidence in the Sagacity and Talents of his 
People by founding an Academy, which is already 
become the Envy and Wonder of the Nations from 
whom we are ſuppoſed to have learned the Arts; 
and he ſeems earneſtly to have hoped, that his Peo- 
ple under the Royal Auſpices might arrive at the 
ſame Eminence in Arts, which they had acquired in 
Arms, and which the Romans, even in the Auguſtan 
Age, according to the Opinion of their own Poet, 
were not deemed capable of attaining [a].—It is 
ſufficient to obſerve, that the Productions of this 
Academy, ſo well founded and protected, have ex- 
ceeded the moſt ſanguine Expectations of their 
Patron and of the Public. 


It is from the exquiſite Workmanſhip of a Mem- 
ber of this Academy [5] that the Teſtimony of Grati- 
tude, which under the Direction of this Society is 


[a] Virgil. Zneid, Lib. VI. I. 847. 
] Mr. Bacon. 
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"moſt humbly dedicated to the King, derives an eſ- 


fential Value as expreſſive of the high Reſpect we 


entertain for our Royal Patron. 


To another Member of -the ſame Academy [c] the 
Nation is indebted for this magnificent and noble 


Structure; in which it is difficult to determine, 


whether we are moſt to admire, the Elegance of 


Deſign, the Correctneſs of Taſte, or the judicious 


and happy Union of the Uſeful and Sublime in the 


Arrangement and Execution of the Whole. 


The Royal and Antiquary Societies, which date 
their Eflabliſhment from an earlier Period of Time, 
have much to acknowledge for the continued Favor 
of our Gracious Monarch; each of them, as Oppor- 
tunities were preſented, having been honoured with 
his Protection and Encouragement for the Advance- 
ment of Learning, and the Perfection of every liberal 
SCIENCE. 


[Le] Sir William Chambers. 
1 But 


1 

But in what Terms of Panegyric ſhall we do 
Juſtice to this great and truly royal Deſign of col- 
lecting under the ſame Roof thoſe ſeveral Sources 
and Inſtruments of Knowledge, which, although they 
were before opened by his Bounty, and directed by 
his Hand to their ſeveral valuable Ends, wanted 
Something of that Energy which ariſes from a free 
and eaſy Communication of Diſcoveries in the 


various Productions of human Ingenuity, and of 
improved Knowledge ? 


* Omnes Artes (according to Cicero) quæ ad 
«© Humanitatem pertinent, habent quoddam com- 


«* mune Vinculum, et quaſi Cognatione quadam inter 
« ſe continentur [d].“ 


If any ſuch Relation does ſubſiſt between the 
Sciences and Arts, our. Gracious Sovereign, by im- 
proving this Hint, has given the fulleſt Effect to its 
Influence, 


[4] Orat, pro Archia. . 
481175 He 
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He has placed us within theſe Walls to communi- 
cate with Freedom, and to contribute with our re- 
ſpective Abilities to the Improvement of Literature, 
Science, and the Arts, which by their preſent happy 
and judicious Connection become mutually Handmaids 
to each other, always reſident within the ſame Pale, 
and Rivals only in their Attempts to produce, with the 
greateſt Expedition and Effect, Materials for perfecting 
the Intentions of their Royal Benefactor and Patron. 


It is for us, Gentlemen, to confider in what par- 
ticular Circumſtances the Nature of our Eftabliſh- 
ment will permit us to be inftrumental to this 


general Syſtem. 


A ſtriking Similarity of Studies in the Purſuit and 
Illuſtration of the various Subjects of Literature and 
Science, form ſo natural and cloſe an Alliance between 
the two learned Societies, that it would perhaps 
appear impertinent to enlarge upon ſo obvious a 
Topic. But I may be allowed to expreſs a Wiſh, 
that 


LS 


that this natural Alliance may be ſtrengthened by 
the friendly Intercourſe and Diſpoſition towards 
each other, which have ſo honourably diſtinguiſhed 


the Conduct of theſe learned Aſſemblies; and that 
Literature, whatever Garb it wears, may continue 


to find a ſure and warm Patronage within theſe 
Walls. — The Relation which the Study of Antiquities 
bears to the Academy of Arts, although not ſo obvi- 
- ous, is no leſs certain; and muſt be univerſally 
acknowledged, when it is conſidered that the Study 
of Antiquities is unlimited in its Subject; and that 
Hiſtory, Science, and Art may claim an equal Share 
in the Attention and Labour of the Antiquary. 


In Hiſtory, to aſcertain particular Facts of remote 
Antiquity, to colle& Materials of the Lives, Habits, 
and Reputation of various Artiſts and Men of Genius 
in ſucceſſive Ages of paſt Time, will find its Merit 
with thoſe, -whoſe ſyſtematic Line of Study, and of 
Practice im the Arts, is-founded upon, and ſupported 
by the Authority of Antiquity. But from the judi- 
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1 
cious Inveſtigation of ancient Science and Art, a 
more general and uſeful Field of Knowledge is opened 
to the modern Artiſt. The moſt valuable Hints for 
the Direction of his Studies are to be collected from 
the ſe] Works of Antiquaries ; and the Repoſitories of 


Arts have been enriched with a Variety of neceſſary 
Information from the ſame Source. 


Theſe, Gentlemen, are only ſome of the Advan- 
tages which reſult from the Study of Antiquities. 
But I will not treſpaſs upon your Patience by entering 
on a larger Field of Diſcuſſion, The Obſervations 
I have preſumed to trouble you with are ſuch as aroſe 


obviouſly from the Circumſtances of our Remoyal 
Ji into the Place where we are now aſſembled. 


| | | And to make this Tribute acceptable to our Royal 
Patron, to whom with all Humility it is offered, I 
muſt entreat the Members of this Society, that they 


ce See in the Collections of Grævius and Gronovius ſeveral curious 
Eſſays upon Sculpture, Painting, &c. See alſo Junius de Picturà Veterum. 


will 
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will ſo far honour it with their Approbation, as to 


give a Sanction to the Hints conveyed in it, by a free 
Communication of the Reſult of their ingenious 
Reſearches and learned Labours: for by a Continu- 
ance of ſuch Exertions alone, can we demonſtrate to 
our Sovereign the Sincerity of our Gratitude, and our 
warmeſt Acknowledgments for the accumulated 
Favours He has beſtowed upon this our Society. 
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